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WELCOME TO O’RILEY IRISH DANCE

O’Riley Irish Dance is a non-competitive Irish dance program for kids and teens that emphasizes dance as a joyful, social activity rather than 
a competitive one.  We focus on three main things:

1. Community: We aim to nurture and encourage friendships and relationships within class, and with the broader traditional music and 
dance community.  

2. Musicality: Although each class addresses developing rhythm, timing, and technique, first and foremost the emphasis is on the 
musicality: understanding the connection between music and dance, developing a listening ear, and trying to keep the music in the 
dancing. 

3. Tradition: We teach a variety of traditional material and choreography including old-style step dancing, set dancing, and sean-nós 
steps.  We are trying to pass onto our dancers not just the steps themselves, but the joy and vitality of carrying on this living tradition. 
 

CLASS POLICIES

Dress Code
Dancers should wear clothes they are comfortable exercising in.  Avoid overly constrictive clothes, for ease of movement, overly 
baggy clothes that might obscure the legs or drag on the ground, and heavy/insulating clothes (sweaters, corduroy pants, etc.), as 
dancers will get too warm while dancing! 

Footwear
Dancers in the Saturday 11:30 class and the Medford Tuesday class may wear bare feet, just socks, Irish ghillies, or ballet/jazz shoes 
for their first semester of Irish dance.  All other dancers doing soft shoe should wear either ghillies, dance sneakers, or ballet/jazz 
shoes.  

For sean-nós, traditional step dancing, and set dancing, we recommend the following 
percussive shoe (image to right, link below):

https://www.discountdance.com/dancewear/style_PCM200.html?
pid=9351&Shop=Style&rfilter=Category%23Shoes%3ASubCategory%23Shoes
%21Clogging&SID=1197561083

These are appropriate for all of the percussive material we will learn, and for growing feet they 
are very affordable.  Alternatively, or in addition to, dancers are welcome to wear hard shoes 
for step dancing, or any leather-soled oxford-type shoe with ~1” heel for sean-nós dancing.  If 
you have a pair of shoes and are in doubt that they are appropriate, take a photo of them and 
email Jackie.

https://www.discountdance.com/dancewear/style_PCM200.html?pid=9351&Shop=Style&rfilter=Category%23Shoes%3ASubCategory%23Shoes%21Clogging&SID=1197561083


Water/Bathroom Use
All students should pack water for class!  This is important for hydration and comfort.  Also, it minimizes students needing to leave the 
room during class.  The teacher is unable to supervise students in the hallways, so we ask that students pack water.

Classroom Etiquette
It is so important to us that class is an environment that is fun, positive, and productive.  To achieve this, we ask that students follow 
these rules:

1. Respect Each Other: Keep hands to yourself, and be kind and supportive to your fellow classmates.
2. Respect the Teacher: Do not speak when the teacher is speaking, and follow instructions.
3. Have fun!

Please take a few minutes to talk over these rules with your dancer at the start of the semester, so that they come to class ready to 
have fun and learn.  If there are issues with attention, distraction, etc. the teacher will communicate with the parents, and work 
together to find a solution.

Drop-off/Pick-Up
Please make every effort to have your dancer to class on time.  We suggest arriving about 5 minutes early to use the bathroom, and 
make sure that shoes are on and tied before class starts.  Students arriving late interrupt the flow of class and distract the teacher 
and other students.  Additionally, late-arriving students miss warm-ups (which are important for comfort and injury prevention) and the 
new material for the day.  

For our Medford location, please make sure that students do not enter the dance studio until the teacher has arrived.  Thanks so 
much!

Please also make every effort to pick up your dancer on time.  If you are running more than 10 min late, and your dancer is in the last 
or only class of the day, you can text the teacher (Jackie: 802-881-8734; Hannah: 860-299-3187).  We always make sure before we 
leave the building that all dancers have a parent or guardian there to pick them up, so no dancer will ever be left on their own!  

Waiting Areas
1. Green Street Studios/Medford: For the first class of the semester, parents of new students are welcome to stay in class for part or 

all of it, if necessary.  After that, we encourage parents to wait in the waiting area nearby, or take advantage of the local coffee 
shops and establishments, in order to minimize distractions for the students and the teacher.

2. Canadian-American Club: Parents are welcome to stay at the back of the room if they prefer, however please keep conversations 
very low to limit distraction.  Thanks so much! 



GENERAL POLICIES

Level Placement
Our classes are mostly organized by experience, as opposed to age, particularly for students 8 and up.  There are exceptions of 
course, and we strive to have each student in the level that will enhance their learning and also maintain a good learning 
environment for the group at large.  Placement is subject to the discretion of Jackie, and the other teachers as relevant. 

Class Cancellations
In the winter semester (Jan-May) Jackie’s classes may be scheduled with one “TBD” off-date (pricing is adjusted accordingly for one 
fewer class for that semester), which is to accommodate Jackie’s touring/travel schedule.  All winter semester classes also have a 
make-up date that falls one week beyond the official end of the semester.  In the event of a snow cancellation, the make-up date will 
be used.  If class is cancelled, families will be notified through email, by 1pm of that day.  We tend to follow the cancellations of the 
public school system of the town the class is in (Cambridge, Watertown, or Medford), but there are exceptions.  Safety is of course 
our primary concern.

Absences
It is helpful and appreciated for parents to let the teacher know in advance when possible if a student is going to be absent.  This  
helps us plan class.  The best ways to let us know are to email Jackie, or for last minute absences, text either Jackie or Hannah.

Practice
We are a noncompetitive dance school, but we still of course emphasize practicing on a regular basis.  Practice is important for 
retaining material, respecting the time of the teacher/other students, and increasing the enjoyment of the dancer.  Please speak with 
your dancer about practice habits.  Similar to learning an instrument, we recommend practicing your steps for 15-20 min each day.  A 
little practice on a regular basis is the key.

Sometimes, the teacher provides practice videos for the students to use at home, by way of a Youtube playlist.  The playlists are set 
to “private” and can only be accessed through the link sent by the teacher.  Please do not share these videos or make them public.  

REGISTRATION

To register:
1. Please fill out the online submission form (which includes collecting emergency contact numbers, allergy information, etc.) found at 

www.jackieoriley.com/classes.
2.  Then send registration payment made out to: Jaclyn O’Riley, to: Jaclyn O’Riley 

8 Copley Street 
Roxbury, MA 02119

http://www.jackieoriley.com/classes


Withdrawals/Refunds
We understand that for very young, or new students, it can be hard to know if Irish dance will be a good fit.  For students in their first 
semester that wish to withdraw, refunds are happily given.  Jackie must be notified by the parent over email, and then she will send a 
pro-rated refund check, based on the number of classes left in the semester, minus a $35 deposit.  

MISCELLANEOUS

End-of-Year Performance
Our dance year culminates in a celebration of the dancers’ hard work over the school year.  We put on a performance for parents, 
friends, and families, where each class performs 1-3 pieces, in two back-to-back shows (new beginners in classes for ages 5-7 
usually perform in one show only).  Our End-of-Year Performance this year will be on either May 14 or May 20, 2018.  Date will be 
chosen by late September.

Participation in the End-of-Year Performance is not required of course, but is certainly encouraged, as it fun, is a good goal to 
practice for, and emphasizes teamwork within the class.  For students unable to participate in the performance, parents must notify 
the teacher as soon as possible, and preferably no later than late February, as this will affect the planning and choreography by the 
teacher of the class.  Please note, that from March onwards, a portion of each class is used for practice and preparation for the May 
performance.  

There is no cost associated with the end-of-year performance except for a reasonable ticket fee for each audience member.  
Costumes are usually decided by each class, and often consist of a class color for a top, and black pants or skirt.  The point being, 
there is no costume fee, or complicated costuming.

Shoe Exchange Program
To help offset the costs of buying new shoes for ever-growing young feet, we have a shoe exchange program.  For those that wish to 
donate their old dancing shoes, I will hold onto them and make them available to others to borrow.  Dancers wishing to borrow them 
will pay a small pre-determined donation ($10-20) and use the shoes until they grow out of them.  The money collected is used on 
something fun for the dancers – live music in class, our holiday party, etc.  Please note, you do not have to donate your old shoes 
(purchased from an outside source) to participate in the shoe exchange program, but any shoes borrowed from the shoe exchange 
program must be returned once the dancer has grown out of them.


